
    Medicaid– What My Neighbor Told Me  
 As elder law attorneys, we are often called upon to advise our 
clients on the rules for Medicaid benefits for seniors in nursing 
homes.  We hear all of the “advise” that others have shared with our 
clients before they come to our office. Neighbors, friends, and many 
others want to be helpful by sharing information that they have heard 
regarding these benefits. It is very important that you fully understand 
the real Medicaid rules before you pursue Medicaid planning or file a 
Medicaid application.   

Understanding the Five Year Look-Back 
 All transfers that are made to anyone other than a Medicaid 
applicant’s spouse for less than fair market value within five years of 
filing a Medicaid application MUST be reported to FSSA when the 
application for benefits is filed.  While it is true that the agency may 
not request five full years of  bank records, failure to report transfers 
or hiding money is considered fraud.  Even within the five year look 
back there are opportunities to protect assets legally.  Seek advice 
from an elder law attorney to understand what you can and cannot do 
in order to become eligible.  

Understanding the $2,000.00 Resource Limit 
 A single individual must have less than $2,000.00 in counta-
ble resources in order to qualify for Medicaid. However, the resource 
rules for married couples are quite different. Additional rules that ap-
ply to married couples can help protect a spouse at home without re-
quiring that the spouse at home deplete all of his or her own assets to 
pay for a sick spouse’s care before Medicaid becomes an option.   

Will I Lose My Home? 
 The home is an exempt resource for a married couple if one 
spouse enters the nursing home and applies for Medicaid benefits.  
The State cannot seek reimbursement from a healthy spouse’s estate 
after he or she dies for care that was provided to the his or her institu-
tionalized spouse.  Other real estate can also be exempt if it is owned 
solely by the healthy spouse at home.  The rules regarding real estate 
include many exceptions and planning opportunities that an            
experienced elder law attorney can explain on a case by case basis.  
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Indiana ABLE Accounts: 

Protecting and Supporting a Disabled Loved One 
  
 If you have a disabled child, grandchild, or loved one  
who became disabled prior to the age of  twenty-six, then an 
ABLE account could be a good option for providing financial 
support to that person.   
 Most individuals who were disabled early in life receive 
Social Security or other governmental benefits.  Many           
government programs require recipients to have limited assets 
or income in order to maintain eligibility.  Making a gift to a 
disabled loved one directly may cause that person to lose the 
government benefits that he or she is dependent on.   
 A better option for supporting a disabled loved one in 
many cases would be to fund an ABLE account for the benefit 
of the disabled person.  A disabled individual may have an 
ABLE account that is funded with as much as $15,000.00 in 
2019 without negatively impacting government benefits.        
Indiana ABLE accounts are administered by 5/3 Bank and can 
operate much like a checking account, allowing disabled      
beneficiaries to access money in the ABLE account with a debit 
card for items that he or she may need.  Funds in an ABLE    
account are not considered a resource for the disabled            
beneficiary.  
 For more information on Indiana ABLE accounts, visit 
www.able-now.com/Indiana.  
 

Disabled Beneficiaries and Estate Planning 
 

  In addition to supporting a disabled loved one during 
your lifetime, you may have a desire to leave gifts to a disabled 
loved one after your death through your Will or Trust.  You 
should discuss with your estate planning attorney the best      
options for protecting an inheritance for the benefit of a disabled 
loved one so that the bequest you desire to make can be         
protected and used in a way that will not negatively impact your 
loved one’s government benefits.   
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 Upcoming Speaking Engagements  
****************************************** 

 
What You Need To Know About Indiana Medicaid 

 
What:   A discussion with attorney, Lora R. Mount, 
  about Medicaid benefits for nursing home 
  residents 
When:   May 7, 2019 
Where:   Hoosier Christian Village– Brownstown  
Time:   6:30     
  No RSVP required.   
  Light refreshments will be served. 
 
******************************************* 

Alzheimer’s Support Presentation  
 

What:   A panel presentation with attorneys       
  Blake C. Reed, Lora R. Mount, and  
  Michelle L. Findley, regarding planning for 
  a loved one with Alzheimer’s or dementia 
When:   August 15, 2019 
Where:   Schneck Medical Center– Seymour   
Time:   TBA   
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