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Medicaid– What My Neighbor Told Me

As elder law attorneys, we are often called upon to advise our
clients on the rules for Medicaid benefits for seniors in nursing
homes. We hear all of the “advise” that others have shared with our
clients before they come to our office. Neighbors, friends, and many
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A single individual must have less than $2,000.00 in counta-

ble resources in order to qualify for Medicaid. However, the resource
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Email: SouthCentralIn@rsbaffiliate.com

Can I gift $15,000.00?
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We often receive questions from clients regarding
how much can be gifted to loved ones without
consequence. The IRS allows a person to give up to
$15,000.00 per person per year, without having to file
a gift tax return. If someone gifts more than $15,000.00
per person per year, then a gift tax return must be filed.
However, until an individual has gifted over the federal
gift exemption (currently $11.4 million), no tax will
actually be owed. It is simply an informational filing.
In many cases gifting, even in amounts under the
IRS limit, is not appropriate. Medicaid and VA
qualification standards consider and penalize gifts of
any amount, and any type of gifting could cause
eligibility issues if there is a need for long-term care in
a nursing home after gifts have been made. Before
completing any gifting, an individual should first
consult with an elder law attorney to discuss potential
pitfalls.

Meet Our Newest Team Members:
Kristen Shipley joined us in July as a
legal assistant for our Medicaid
application services.

Monica Ogden also joined our team in
July as an office legal assistant.
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