
    Medicaid– What My Neighbor Told Me  
 As elder law attorneys, we are often called upon to advise our 
clients on the rules for Medicaid benefits for seniors in nursing 
homes.  We hear all of the “advise” that others have shared with our 
clients before they come to our office. Neighbors, friends, and many 
others want to be helpful by sharing information that they have heard 
regarding these benefits. It is very important that you fully understand 
the real Medicaid rules before you pursue Medicaid planning or file a 
Medicaid application.   

Understanding the Five Year Look-Back 
 All transfers that are made to anyone other than a Medicaid 
applicant’s spouse for less than fair market value within five years of 
filing a Medicaid application MUST be reported to FSSA when the 
application for benefits is filed.  While it is true that the agency may 
not request five full years of  bank records, failure to report transfers 
or hiding money is considered fraud.  Even within the five year look 
back there are opportunities to protect assets legally.  Seek advice 
from an elder law attorney to understand what you can and cannot do 
in order to become eligible.  

Understanding the $2,000.00 Resource Limit 
 A single individual must have less than $2,000.00 in counta-
ble resources in order to qualify for Medicaid. However, the resource 
rules for married couples are quite different. Additional rules that ap-
ply to married couples can help protect a spouse at home without re-
quiring that the spouse at home deplete all of his or her own assets to 
pay for a sick spouse’s care before Medicaid becomes an option.   

Will I Lose My Home? 
 The home is an exempt resource for a married couple if one 
spouse enters the nursing home and applies for Medicaid benefits.  
The State cannot seek reimbursement from a healthy spouse’s estate 
after he or she dies for care that was provided to the his or her institu-
tionalized spouse.  Other real estate can also be exempt if it is owned 
solely by the healthy spouse at home.  The rules regarding real estate 
include many exceptions and planning opportunities that an            
experienced elder law attorney can explain on a case by case basis.  
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COVID FUNERAL ASSISTANCE:  

 
  

 

 

Individuals may receive up to $9,000.00 in assistance for 
funeral expenses if the following conditions are met: 

1. The death must have occurred in the United States,     
including the U.S. territories and the District of           
Columbia.  

2. The death certificate must indicate the death was        
attributed to COVID-19.  

3. The applicant must be a U.S. citizen, non-citizen      
national, or qualified alien who incurred funeral        
expenses after January 20, 2020.  

4. There is no requirement for the deceased person to 
have been a U.S. citizen, non-citizen national, or  
qualified alien.  

To apply for assistance contact:  

FEMA COVID-19 Funeral Assistance Line Number: 
Phone: 844-684-6333  
Hours of Operation: 

Monday – Friday 
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Eastern Time 
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Good News!  
Increased Funding For In-home Care Services 
  
 There is great need for professional in-home care givers, yet 
sometimes the in-home care companies have difficulty providing 
adequate staffing. Fortunately, Indiana legislature recently approved a 
large budget increase for in-home care. The hope is that the increased 
funding will allow in-home care agencies to provide greater 
compensation and retention of staff to meet the growing need for in-
home care.  
 
 

                    Celebrating 25 Years!  
 
Congratulations and a big thank you to Liza 
Spencer, on her 25 year work anniversary at Voelz, 
Reed, & Mount! Your years of experience and 
dedication to our team are such an asset to our 
firm and a benefit to our clients. Thank you!  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations, team Voelz, Reed, & Mount, LLC on a 
great baseball season!  
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