
    Medicaid– What My Neighbor Told Me  
 As elder law attorneys, we are often called upon to advise our 
clients on the rules for Medicaid benefits for seniors in nursing 
homes.  We hear all of the “advise” that others have shared with our 
clients before they come to our office. Neighbors, friends, and many 
others want to be helpful by sharing information that they have heard 
regarding these benefits. It is very important that you fully understand 
the real Medicaid rules before you pursue Medicaid planning or file a 
Medicaid application.   

Understanding the Five Year Look-Back 
 All transfers that are made to anyone other than a Medicaid 
applicant’s spouse for less than fair market value within five years of 
filing a Medicaid application MUST be reported to FSSA when the 
application for benefits is filed.  While it is true that the agency may 
not request five full years of  bank records, failure to report transfers 
or hiding money is considered fraud.  Even within the five year look 
back there are opportunities to protect assets legally.  Seek advice 
from an elder law attorney to understand what you can and cannot do 
in order to become eligible.  

Understanding the $2,000.00 Resource Limit 
 A single individual must have less than $2,000.00 in counta-
ble resources in order to qualify for Medicaid. However, the resource 
rules for married couples are quite different. Additional rules that ap-
ply to married couples can help protect a spouse at home without re-
quiring that the spouse at home deplete all of his or her own assets to 
pay for a sick spouse’s care before Medicaid becomes an option.   

Will I Lose My Home? 
 The home is an exempt resource for a married couple if one 
spouse enters the nursing home and applies for Medicaid benefits.  
The State cannot seek reimbursement from a healthy spouse’s estate 
after he or she dies for care that was provided to the his or her institu-
tionalized spouse.  Other real estate can also be exempt if it is owned 
solely by the healthy spouse at home.  The rules regarding real estate 
include many exceptions and planning opportunities that an            
experienced elder law attorney can explain on a case by case basis.  
Erprienced   

Newsletter 

March  2021 

Volume 15 Issue 1 

 

Senior Moments 
 

Voelz, Reed, & Mount, LLC 
   knowledge-experience-solutions 

Our website has free 
planning forms, 

articles, and 
information about 

our law firm. 
 

www.voelzlaw.com 

    Medicaid– What My Neighbor Told Me  
 As elder law attorneys, we are often called upon to advise our 
clients on the rules for Medicaid benefits for seniors in nursing 
homes.  We hear all of the “advise” that others have shared with our 
clients before they come to our office. Neighbors, friends, and many 
others want to be helpful by sharing information that they have heard 
regarding these benefits. It is very important that you fully understand 
the real Medicaid rules before you pursue Medicaid planning or file a 
Medicaid application.   

Understanding the Five Year Look-Back 
 All transfers that are made to anyone other than a Medicaid 
applicant’s spouse for less than fair market value within five years of 
filing a Medicaid application MUST be reported to FSSA when the 
application for benefits is filed.  While it is true that the agency may 
not request five full years of  bank records, failure to report transfers 
or hiding money is considered fraud.  Even within the five year look 
back there are opportunities to protect assets legally.  Seek advice 
from an elder law attorney to understand what you can and cannot do 
in order to become eligible.  

Understanding the $2,000.00 Resource Limit 
 A single individual must have less than $2,000.00 in counta-
ble resources in order to qualify for Medicaid. However, the resource 
rules for married couples are quite different. Additional rules that ap-
ply to married couples can help protect a spouse at home without re-
quiring that the spouse at home deplete all of his or her own assets to 
pay for a sick spouse’s care before Medicaid becomes an option.   

Will I Lose My Home? 
 The home is an exempt resource for a married couple if one 
spouse enters the nursing home and applies for Medicaid benefits.  
The State cannot seek reimbursement from a healthy spouse’s estate 
after he or she dies for care that was provided to the his or her institu-
tionalized spouse.  Other real estate can also be exempt if it is owned 
solely by the healthy spouse at home.  The rules regarding real estate 
include many exceptions and planning opportunities that an            
experienced elder law attorney can explain on a case by case basis.  
Erprienced   

    Medicaid– What My Neighbor Told Me  
 As elder law attorneys, we are often called upon to advise our 
clients on the rules for Medicaid benefits for seniors in nursing 
homes.  We hear all of the “advise” that others have shared with our 
clients before they come to our office. Neighbors, friends, and many 
others want to be helpful by sharing information that they have heard 
regarding these benefits. It is very important that you fully understand 
the real Medicaid rules before you pursue Medicaid planning or file a 
Medicaid application.   

Understanding the Five Year Look-Back 
 All transfers that are made to anyone other than a Medicaid 
applicant’s spouse for less than fair market value within five years of 
filing a Medicaid application MUST be reported to FSSA when the 
application for benefits is filed.  While it is true that the agency may 
not request five full years of  bank records, failure to report transfers 
or hiding money is considered fraud.  Even within the five year look 
back there are opportunities to protect assets legally.  Seek advice 
from an elder law attorney to understand what you can and cannot do 
in order to become eligible.  

Understanding the $2,000.00 Resource Limit 
 A single individual must have less than $2,000.00 in counta-
ble resources in order to qualify for Medicaid. However, the resource 
rules for married couples are quite different. Additional rules that ap-
ply to married couples can help protect a spouse at home without re-
quiring that the spouse at home deplete all of his or her own assets to 
pay for a sick spouse’s care before Medicaid becomes an option.   

Will I Lose My Home? 
 The home is an exempt resource for a married couple if one 
spouse enters the nursing home and applies for Medicaid benefits.  
The State cannot seek reimbursement from a healthy spouse’s estate 
after he or she dies for care that was provided to the his or her institu-
tionalized spouse.  Other real estate can also be exempt if it is owned 
solely by the healthy spouse at home.  The rules regarding real estate 
include many exceptions and planning opportunities that an            
experienced elder law attorney can explain on a case by case basis.  
Erprienced   

What is a Medicaid Waiver? 
 

    
 
      
     Traditional Medicaid benefits can be available to 
help cover the costs of nursing home care for individuals 
who qualify, but those benefits do not cover the costs of 
help in the home or assisted living. The Medicaid Waiver   
program is a state funded program that was developed to 
allow individuals in need of assistance to receive services 
in the home rather than in a nursing home.  The Medicaid 
Waiver recipient may also use the waiver to cover the 
costs of assisted living at assisted living facilities that   
accept Medicaid Waivers.   
      To apply for a Medicaid Waiver, applicants must first 
visit our local Agency on Aging, Thrive Alliance, and  
request to be assessed for the Waiver program.  If a   
waiver is issued to the applicant, then the applicant may 
begin receiving services at little or no cost to the            
applicant, so long as they qualify for Medicaid also. This 
valuable program may allow some seniors to safely stay 
in their own homes rather than entering care in a nursing 
home.   
      Thrive Alliance also offers other programs for          
individuals who do not qualify for Medicaid.  If you have 
an elderly loved one who is in need of help in the home, 
then you should contact Thrive Alliance to see if your 
loved one may qualify for help.  You should also contact 
an elder law attorney who can advise you on qualifying 
for Medicaid and protecting your assets.      
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Considering Donating Your Body to Science?  
 

 In addition to electing to be an organ donor, individuals 
have the opportunity to donate their body to science for 
medical research and training upon their passing. One way to 
do this is by preparing a general designation pursuant to the 
Indiana Revised Uniform Anatomical Gift Act, specifying what 
you wish to donate and to whom. This is a legal document and 
an attorney should be consulted to help with this process. 
Another option is to enroll specifically with the IU School of 
Medicine donation program. On their website, https://
medicine.iu.edu/give/gift-types/body-donation, specific 
enrollment forms are provided as well as details as to how the 
program operates and what you and your family can expect 
after your passing.  

 

 
Welcome to the community, Vivera!  

 

 Vivera is a new assisted living facility that provides 
affordable apartment housing and assistance with activities of 
daily living for elderly individuals. Vivera accepts the 
Medicaid Waiver for individuals that meet Vivera’s specific 
income requirements.  The facility is located at:  
 

1971 State St.  
Columbus, IN 47201 

T: 812-376-0698 
Gardant.com/viveraseniorlivingcolumbus/ 

2751  
Brentwood 

Drive 
 

Columbus 
Indiana 

 

812-372-1303 
 

 

 

      

Indiana COVID-19 Vaccinations 
 

 Indiana has now opened COVID-19 vaccination enrollment 
to individuals age 60 and over. To schedule an appointment visit   
coronavirus.in.gov/vaccine/index.htm or call 211.  


